
Awakening Democracy 
CAPaD – the Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy 

 
 SEPTEMBER 2026 

G’day members, supporters and friends   
 

In this Awakening Democracy: busy times, more Happenings, Reimagining ACT Governance Event Series, 
AGM Report and Membership time, update on the Standing Citizens’ Assembly, Co-Canberra NENA Hub re-
start, and … as always lots of stuff to read, hear and watch. 
 
 

COMING UP / HAPPENINGS 
 

Reimagining Governance for the ACT Event series.  
Four event groups for 2026, co-hosted with Active Democracy Bean. Two down and two to go. 
 
Third event October 19th, Expanding the ACT Assembly for better government - is it time? afternoon 2pm to 
3.30pm, Woden Valley Uniting Church. 
 
Fourth: Monday November 16th Local Politics in the Pub event, initiation of a campaign for a (Standing) 
Citizens’ Assembly for the ACT. 
 
It seems necessary to continue these discussions into 2027 alongside other events CAPaD is planning, in an 
arch spanning across to the 2028 ACT election. We are proposing a Festival of ACT Democracy in June, 2027. 
 
On December 6th, Community Assembly to hear their report back from our five federal MPs on what they have 
done to progress a 25% levy on gas exports and having the government fully implementing the Murphy 
Report. 
 
At this stage we are planning another Community Assembly for early March to come up with asks for our 
federal MPs for 2027. 
 
Finally, the input to the Re-imagining ACT Governance events and the political response, with David Smith 
raising the matter publicly, suggests the need for a major analysis of and think about which of the ideas raised 
and the options that reinforce or counter other are worth taking forward. To this end we are proposal a 
Festival of ACT Democracy in mid-2027, over the weekend of June 19 – 20 with a concluding event on the 
Monday 21st evening at that Local Politics in the Pub. 
 
Watch our emails and Events page for links to registration and updates, and for newer events. 
 

David Smith calls for ACT Government reform 
David, MP for Bean, has come out in the media ($-walled) calling for a review and reform of the ACT political 
system. There is definitely something in the zeitgeist here. Good on him. 
 
 

AGM – Outcomes 
The AGM passed uneventfully. We have a new secretary, Geneveve Corin, who joins the leadership team. 
Other Committee members remain the same. 
 
 

Toward and into Democratic Living 
 

Standing Citizens Assembly for the ACT  

https://canberra-alliance.org.au/events/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/9331656/david-smith-we-need-to-ask-if-act-legislative-assembly-is-best-to-represent-us/


A group of Canberrans has started to pubicise this and seek ideas and input from the community. There is a 
webpage with information, and at that website are links to be involved and donate. 
 
If you are interested in helping being at stalls, handing out information, being part of the planning or in any 
other way you can, please get in touch. 
 
 

What we want our MPs to contribute to in 2026 Progress. 
In response to our letters to the MLAs before the ALP Conference, we received a response from Andrew Leigh 
spelling out the details of the gambling reform package the government was taking to the parliament. Alicia 
Payne didn’t acknowledge our letter but, in the media, and in parliament she spoke out strongly in favour of 
the need for further (to what the government was proposing) reform on gambling advertising, and has enlisted 
support from Rchel Stenphns-Smith from the ACT government.  
 
We also note that media reports delegates “voted to incorporate a pledge to give Australians a "fairer return" 
from their natural resources into Labor's National Platform.” I suppose that is something, though what exactly 
will happen as a consequence is to be seen. We can ask them (the MPs) in December. 
 
And of course we note the ongoing action David Pocock is taking to pursue implementation of the Murphy 
Report and a tax on gas exports. 
 
 

Latimer House Review of the ACT Assembly. 
Every second electoral cycle in the ACT, the Assembly subjects itself to a review against the Latimer House 
Principles of governance. An independent reviewer analyses the ACT’s three branches of government against 
the Principles, and provides a Report to the Assembly (available here). The Assembly can then choose what it 
does with the recommendations in the Report. 

 
CAPaD made a submission to the review and was invited to make a response to the Report. Our response will 
eventually be available on the Standing Committee on Administration and Procedure website. 
 
Of relevance to CAPaD’s work, both the 2019 Review, and this one, recommend an increased in the number of 
MLAs to 35 (recommendation 30 in this year’s Report). We also highlighted the comment in the 2026 Report: 
“Regarding Public participation in public policy making, we note the Review’s reflection of our comments 
about Halligan (2019)’s recommendation for a citizen’s council ‘as a structure that complements and 

supplements the Legislative Assembly’.” 

  
 

Active Democracy Bean 
Local Politics in the Pub  
Third Monday every month. Watch out for the emails forwarded from ADBean for 
up to date details. Register from their Facebook page (registrations preferred but 
not essential); link below.  

 
Any questions or interest to join in? Contact activedemocracybean@outlook.com. 
 
Active Democracy Bean has a Facebook page for the latest what is on and information. More about Bean and 

ADB on their webpage.  The Active Democracy ACT site is here. 
 
 

NENA Canberra Region / CoCanberra is making a comeback! 
“Whether you want to find out more, make connections, talk theory, find the others, or get stuck into actually 
building the environmental and social solutions we so desperately need, the monthly NENA / CoCanberra 
meetups are for you! 
 

https://www.actcitizensassembly.org/
mailto:secretary@canberra-alliance.org.au
https://canberra-alliance.org.au/event/community-assembly-following-up-our-mp-asks-for-2026/
https://www.cpahq.org/media/dhfajkpg/commonwealth-latimer-principles-web-version.pdf
https://www.cpahq.org/media/dhfajkpg/commonwealth-latimer-principles-web-version.pdf
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/3103308/Review-of-Latimer-House-Principles-Implementation-July-2026.pdf
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/committees-11th-assembly/administration-and-procedure/inquiry-into-the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-latimer-house-principles-in-the-act11th-assembly#tab3109637-1id
javascript:;
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091146746621
https://activedemocracy.org.au/2021/10/08/bean/
https://activedemocracy.org.au/active-democracy-act/


The meetups are not boring organising meetings, instead we have a talk or panel followed by QnA, or perhaps 
some other random event!  
 
We meet on the last Sunday of every month at Smiths Alternative - 76 Alinga Street, Canberra City - go upstairs 
then turn left. We begin at 12 noon, and finish by 2pm. Everyone is welcome to join us. NOTE: This is a licensed 
venue, so if you are underage, you need to bring along an overage responsible person.  
 
We set up a zoom link for most meetups, so people can attend either in person or online. 
 
We are looking at reviving the Pre Power renewables funding co-op and revitalising the Soil City Co-op Farms 
project, so reach out if you are interested! 
 
Join our mailing list by emailing Scotty Foster – scotty.coopgroup@gmail.com to find out what is coming up, or 
to lend a hand.” 
 
 

THINGS TO LISTEN TO, WATCH AND READ 
Our standing reminders about: 

• Democracy Sausage podcast from the ANU Public Policy Institute. Lots of very topical topics. 

• Juice Media for an irreverent and spicy look at current politics in Australia and beyond. 

• Punters Politics another clever comedic look at Australia’s political goings on. 

• Crazy Town From the Post Carbon Institute (go to Products/Podcasts). 2026 season happening 

on an esoteric collection of topics. 

• AusPol Explained: “an educational YouTube channel that focuses on explaining everything to do 
with Australian politics.” 

• Voices for a New Economy, the podcast of the New Economy Network Australia (CAPaD is a 
member and Convenes the Good Governance and Democracy Hub). 

 
All available from your favourite podcast service (and YouTube). 
 
Particularly recommended Crazy Town 103: It Was Never Your Democracy Anyway: Thomas Linzey on 
Rethinking the Constitution 
American, but the role of corporations and how they have rigged the political system in their favour is 
applicable to Australia. 
 

Inquiry into the conduct of the 2025 federal election Interim Report from the Joint Standing 
Committee on Electoral Matters is now available. Lots of recommendations focus on the behaviour and 
conduct at polling places and how the enable the AEC to enforce better behaviour, and the growth in early 
voting. 
 
CAPaD submitted: 

1. Regarding the implementation and operation of the electoral reform passed by the 47th 
Parliament (to remove threats to charities from advocacy) 

2. Regarding the composition of the Parliament as a whole, including:  
2.1. the length of the parliamentary term (it’s probably easier to stay with three year terms);  
2.2. the potential for fixed terms (supported the idea); 

3. the number of elected representatives relative to the growth in population and the electorate 
(supported the Increase in the number of MPs, both Senators and MHRs). 

 
The Committee seems not to have addressed these. Whether they will appear in the final report … ? 
 
Of interest to CAPaD because of its importance for ensuring no lies in political communications (The Australia 
Institute framing), are: 
Recommendation 14 

mailto:scotty.coopgroup@gmail.com
https://ausi.anu.edu.au/democracy-sausage-mark-kenny
https://www.thejuicemedia.com/honest-government-ads/
https://www.youtube.com/@punterspolitics
https://www.postcarbon.org/
https://www.youtube.com/c/AuspolExplained
https://www.greataustralianpods.com/voices-of-the-new-economy/
https://www.resilience.org/stories/2025-05-07/crazy-town-episode-103-thomas-linzey/
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Electoral_Matters/2025federalelection/Interim_Report/List_of_recommendations
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Electoral_Matters/2025federalelection/Interim_Report/List_of_recommendations#RecommendationHeading31


4.25 The Committee recommends that the Australian Government introduces legislation to amend the 
authorisation framework and requirements for electoral matter under the Commonwealth Electoral Act 
1918 to ensure: 

• voters know who communications come from, including who is paying for communications if it is not 
the person or entity authorising the communications 

• communications are traceable to facilitate enforcement, including where a person or entity does not 
have a regular physical presence at the address listed in an authorisation 

• those participating in public debate are accountable for their communications, including where 
material is distributed without reasonable endeavours to comply with authorisation rules 

• that the AEC is empowered to enforce authorisation requirements including removal or blocking of 
non-compliant material, both physical and online 

 

The Democracy Perception Index 2026. A “citizen-based measure of how people around the world see the 
state of democracy in their own country.” That is, NOT an objective measure. This is another of a range of 
indices that measure “democracy’ and good government. Eight questions across 98 nation states. Full 
dashboard requires free registration. Australians are only positive (not very positive) about our “democracy” 
(whatever that means – you’ll have to go into the site to unpack this, sorry). Our Index score is +7 (+15 to -31; 
between Egypt and Tunisia). +7 is the lowest positive score; the next step down is neutral. We score well on 
citizen participation but poorly on institutional quality, mostly because of a very negative score on 
government transparency. That is, Australians perceive our government has been NOT transparent and open. 
This reflects the low levels of trust in the government we find in other surveys. 
 
 

More Kos Samaras in Pearls and Irritations on responses to the rise of One Nation 
26/7/26 
 
“When a well documented mental health trough collides with genuine material hardship, the result is 
grievance and lots of it. The anger needs a story, and the story that says the system betrayed you will always 
defeat the story that says this is simply what midlife feels like.” 
 
“… they [Gen Z in particular and rural, outer urban people more generally] feel economically abandoned, 
geographically invisible and psychologically exhausted, and because One Nation is the only vehicle on offer 
that treats their anger as legitimate.” 
 
Samaras calls on the other Parties to respond meaningfully to this hollowing out of Australian society as the 
way to counter One Nation, not by treating One Nation and their voters as a political electoral problem to be 
managed. 
 
Indeed, one can argue that what we are seeing here is the chickens of two generations of neoliberal capitalism 
coming home to roost. 
 

And the week of August 24th Democracy Sausage Podcast (available from your favourite source) further 
explored issues around people’s disenchantment with the current political order, and why, and what needs to 
happen to arrest the slide. Of interest to CAPaD is that the ideas aired reflect the conversation we have been 
having internally about what the content of our education sessions might be. Some of these ideas include: 
unpacking what is behind people feeling like the system isn’t working for us; the role of the plutocratic 
oligarchy, the media, the undue political influence of commercial entities and how they have shaped society to 
meet their interests not ours. Worth a listen. (as are most of their sessions) 
 
 

What happened to liberal democracy? 
Subtitled Remaking a Politics of Shared Prosperity, by Daran Acemoglu, just released. 
 
Acemoglu is an Armenian (Turkish) economist working in the USA who takes a political economy approach.  
 

https://www.niradata.com/dpi
https://pearlsandirritations.com/post/2026/07/the-half-empty-hall-why-gen-x-broke-australian-politics/?utm_source=pi_news&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly-2026-07-26


This latest book is a detailed investigation into why liberal (in its progressive US sense) democracy is failing (it 
hasn't kept up with the times) and what we can do about that. His prescription is to update liberal democracy, 
and he sets out a detailed program for now he thinks this should happen. He calls this updated model working-
class liberalism, in recognition that one of the causes of loss of faith in the current model of democracy is that 
it no longer meets the real needs of the working class. Instead it has been usurped by tertiary educated elites. 
 
Working-class liberalism is grounded in shared prosperity, public services (what Kim and Wang {Kim S, Wang J. 

Does Quality of Government Matter in Public Health?: Comparing the Role of Quality and Quantity of Government at the 

National Level. Sustainability. 2019;11(11):3229} refer to as quantity of government) and Voice/self-government. 
This latter comprises localised, deliberative, participatory democratic practices (obviously relevant to CAPaD's 
work). 
 
Acemoglu lists four pillars for working-class liberalism: vitality of experimentation, non-domination and self-
government, economic growth and soft communitarianism. 
 
A very pertinent and topical read. My two criticisms of the work (soft and picky) are:  
Like many ìn political science, he conflates democracy with good government. Democratic governance is a 
foundation of good government, which he acknowledges, but it is not of itself good government. The 
conflation distracts from the other factors that underpin good government: the institutions and integrity 
factors.  
The second is that he accepts growth economy is important for prosperity even while recognising the 
ecological consequences of the current system.  
 

And: Acemoglu's analysis confirms observations by Kos Samaras about why the Greens are not receiving vote 
flows from the major Parties: 
“However, perceptions and bias do a lot of heavy lifting here and the revolt against the major parties in outer 
suburban and regional Australia is in significant part a revolt against professional-class cultural authority, and 
for these voters, the Greens are the most concentrated expression of professional-class cultural authority in 
the parliament.” (Pearls and Irritations, 6/9/26). 
 
 
 
From your committee. 
Contact us:  secretary@canberra-alliance.org.au 

Keep up to date: https://canberra-alliance.org.au/ 

Share ideas: BlueSky: @CAPADAUS.bsky.social and Mastodon: @CAPADAUS.mastodon.social 
Find us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/1487360858250888/ 
Watch us on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@capad-awakeningdemocracy9799/videos 
 

© 2026 Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy (CAPaD). All rights reserved. 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of CAPaD. 
Election related material authorised by Peter Tait Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy, O’Connor ACT. 
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