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 JULY 2026 

G’day members, supporters and friends   
 

In this Awakening Democracy: busy times, more Happenings, Reimagining ACT Governance Event Series, 
AGM and Membership time, update on the Standing Citizens’ Assembly, and … as always stuff to read, hear 
and watch. 
 
 

COMING UP / HAPPENINGS 
 

Reimagining Governance for the ACT Event series.  
Four event groups for 2026, co-hosted with Active Democracy Bean. 
 

First series: Reimagining how the ACT Assembly might work – now complete 
 
Outputs 
Four main ideas made the final round: 
 

• Improving effectiveness by 
having more MLAs 

• Limiting the terms an MLA 
may have 

• Moving away from a Westminster to a unitary (but not presidential) or other model 
 
Links to the Full and session Report(s) on the Activities page. 
 

Second event: August 20th, Spotlight on Community Councils – what do they do, challenges and 
opportunities, and where to from here? evening 5.30 for 6.00pm at the Irish Club, panel discussion. 
Details on the Activities page. 
Register here. 
 
Third event October 19th, Expanding the ACT Assembly for better government - is it time? afternoon 2pm to 
3.30pm, Woden Valley Uniting Church. 
 
Fourth: November, date tba – possibly 16th AND 22nd as a Monday Sunday double event, Launch for a Standing 
Citizens’ Assembly for the ACT. 
 
It seems necessary to continue these discussions into 2027 alongside other events CAPaD is planning, in an 
arch spanning across to the 2028 ACT election. 
 
On December 6th, Community Assembly to hear their report back from our five federal MPs on what they have 
done to progress a 25% levy on gas exports and having the government fully implementing the Murphy 
Report. 
 
At this stage we are planning another Community Assembly for February to come up with asks for our federal 
MPs for 2027. 
 
Watch our emails and Events page for links to registration and updates, and for newer events. 
 
 

https://canberra-alliance.org.au/activity/
https://canberra-alliance.org.au/activity/
https://events.humanitix.com/spotlight-on-community-councils
https://canberra-alliance.org.au/events/


REMINDER - Internal Democracy 
AGM– save the date – 2pm, August 23, by Zoom. 
There are some vacant positions on the Committee open for selection, for ‘ordinary’ members. And if you feel 
experienced enough also a co-convener, a deputy convener and secretary. 
 
A Committee position puts your hands on the wheel to help steer CAPaD to achieve our purpose. There is one 
committee meeting usually on Zoom in the afternoon of the final Wednesday of each month except 
December, and about 2 emails per day between times to progress ongoing work. Committee terms are for two 
years. 
 
Otherwise just being a member of CAPaD is tremendously helpful. Membership income and the occasional 
donation keeps the operating machinery ticking along (insurances, website, venue hire, advertising events). 
 

So please join or renew your membership here. 
 
 

Toward and into Living Democracy 
 

Standing Citizens Assembly for the ACT  
A volunteer has started work on this (thank you). There is a webpage with information, and at that website are 
links to be involved and donate. 
 
If you are interested in being a part of the group working on this, get in touch. 
 

 

Active Democracy Bean 
Local Politics in the Pub  
Third Monday every month. Watch out for the emails forwarded from ADBean for 
up to date details. Register from their Facebook page (registrations preferred but 

not essential); link below.  
 
Any questions or interest to join in? Contact activedemocracybean@outlook.com. 
 
Active Democracy Bean has a Facebook page for the latest what is on and information. More about Bean and 

ADB on their webpage.  The Active Democracy ACT site is here. 
 
 

THINGS TO LISTEN TO, WATCH AND READ 
Our standing reminders about: 

• Democracy Sausage podcast from the ANU Public Policy Institute. Lots of very topical topics. 

• Juice Media for an irreverent and spicy look at current politics in Australia and beyond. 

• Punters Politics another clever comedic look at Australia’s political goings on. 

• Crazy Town From the Post Carbon Institute (go to Products/Podcasts). 2026 season happening 

on an esoteric collection of topics. 

• AusPol Explained: “an educational YouTube channel that focuses on explaining everything to do 
with Australian politics.” 

• Voices for a New Economy, the podcast of the New Economy Network Australia (CAPaD is a 
member and Convenes the Good Governance and Democracy Hub). 

 
All available from your favourite podcast service (and YouTube). 
 
 
 

https://canberra-alliance.org.au/join/
https://www.actcitizensassembly.org/
mailto:secretary@canberra-alliance.org.au
javascript:;
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091146746621
https://activedemocracy.org.au/2021/10/08/bean/
https://activedemocracy.org.au/active-democracy-act/
https://ausi.anu.edu.au/democracy-sausage-mark-kenny
https://www.thejuicemedia.com/honest-government-ads/
https://www.youtube.com/@punterspolitics
https://www.postcarbon.org/
https://www.youtube.com/c/AuspolExplained
https://www.greataustralianpods.com/voices-of-the-new-economy/


Further analysis of why people are voting One Nation 
Another article from Kos Samaris in Pearls and Irritations looking at the different people who are voting for 
One Nation and why that matters for working out how to respond. There are two cohorts. “[This article] 
diagnoses the old cohort and the new, shows why only one of them is truly Hanson’s, and then traces the 
seam between them to the point where the newest, softest layer of her vote can be prised away.”   
  
More from the democracy organisation ecosystem, this time from McKinnon (an organisation that believes 
good governance requires competent MPs): The McKinnon Exchange. In this edition, Mike Baird (yes the 
former NSW Premier) reflects on democracies survive when governments deliver. “… politics operated on a 
simple social compact. People expected that if they worked hard, contributed to society and played by the 
rules, governments and institutions would broadly create the conditions for a better life.  
… it is increasingly clear that many people no longer feel that promise is being kept. Across much of the 
democratic world, we are seeing a profound loss of confidence in institutions that once commanded enormous 
trust…” 
 
NewDemocracy Foundation asks Why a new political party? referencing Stegall and Spender’s launch of 
Community Strong Australia. At a time when political parties are unliked, why? The article unpacks this and 
suggests better ways we might reform politics – hint deliberative forums. 
 
Good Practice in Community Independent Candidate Selection. The Progressive Action Lab has launched its 
candidate selection criteria, to support community independents groups in good practice so that candidate 
selection can be seen to be robust, democratic and open. This can only strengthen confidence in the 
candidates who are selected and especially those who are elected. 
 
 
From your committee. 
Contact us:  secretary@canberra-alliance.org.au 

Keep up to date: https://canberra-alliance.org.au/ 

Share ideas: BlueSky: @CAPADAUS.bsky.social and Mastodon: @CAPADAUS.mastodon.social 
Find us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/1487360858250888/ 
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https://pearlsandirritations.com/post/2026/06/why-pauline-hansons-biggest-weakness-is-her-newest-voters/
https://mckinnon.co/about-us
https://mckinnon.co/insights/exchange
https://mailchi.mp/newdemocracy/a-new-political-party-why?e=e8275d1b4b
https://www.progressiveactionlab.com.au/
mailto:secretary@canberra-alliance.org.au
https://canberra-alliance.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1487360858250888/

