
Ideas from the June 15 Panel Discussion 

Ideas from Panel discussion 

Undo the Directorate system that Stanhope setup. Departments should answer to ministers not to 

Chief Minister’s officials. 

Do away with Cabinet / Party solidarity. Permit MLAs to cross the floor. Penalise parties that punish 

an MLA who crosses the floor. 

Get public servants to speak more; permit them to speak publicly without being identified. 

Create a Standing Citizens’ Assembly of randomly selected citizens. 

Use citizen-initiated referenda. 

Limit politicians’ terms to three terms. 

Note Tasmania’s population and number of MPs compared to ACT. Increase the number of MLAs, ie 

expand the Assembly. 

Create a Cabinet of the best MLAs in the Assembly – no parties. 

Amend the Self Government Act to forbid the behaviour of Party whips. 

Rejoin NSW. 

A more cooperative Assembly with a professional speaker. 

 

Other recorded comments 

A bunch of ideas and comments around involving the public better; consulting more meaningfully 

with the public. 

• Eg, don’t consult if you don’t mean it; specifically citizens’ juries haven’t worked because 

government doesn’t listen. 

• Hare-Clark and committees great. In recent years Assembly less engaged with the public. 

Political parties need to clean up their act. 

A culture of expecting minor party alliances, not always expecting majority party government. 

Do more at municipal government level – contemplate local councils. 

Better civics education (as highlighted in multiple reports). 

Westminster [system] means lots of talent sitting in the Legislative Assembly doing nothing. 

Committees are key; haven’t used them much until recently. Need to be taken seriously. 

Electoral system works; Liberals only have themselves to blame. 

No change of government for 25 years, is this satisfaction with the current government? 



Media environment also an issue. No local media (however noting City News, Canberra Weekly and 

Region ACT). 

Problem is commonwealth. We’ve never been able to choose our own form of government. Self-

government Act doesn’t say Westminster system. 

Bureaucracy. Is in charge now. 

Discussion of the place of AI. 

 

 


