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 JUNE 2026 

G’day members, supporters and friends   
 

In this Awakening Democracy Happenings, Reimagining ACT Governance Event Series, progress on the 
Standing Citizens’ Assembly, and … as always stuff to read, hear and watch. 
 
 

COMING UP / HAPPENINGS 
 

Reimagining Governance for the ACT Event series.  
Four event groups for 2026, co-hosted with Active Democracy Bean. 
 

First group: Reimagining how the ACT Assembly might work 
1. Monday 15th June, Reimagining how the ACT Assembly might work part 1, evening 5.30 pm at the Irish 

Club, panel discussion by former MLAs. Register here. 
 

2. From Tuesday 16 to 5pm 24th June – live poll (using Pol.is) to collect ideas on ACT Assembly 
reform (part 2). To link to the poll, go to the webpage here. After June 15th. 

 

3. Sunday June 28th, Reimagining how the ACT Assembly might work part 3, workshop to see 
where the ideas from the Panel discussion and the Poll, afternoon 2pm to 3.30pm, Woden Valley 
Uniting Church. Register here. 

 
As always, more information always on the Activities page. 
 
 
Second event: August 20th, Spotlight on Community Councils – what do they do, challenges and 
opportunities, and where to from here? evening 5.30 pm at the Irish Club, panel discussion. 
 
Third event October 19th, Expanding the ACT Assembly for better government - is it time? afternoon 2pm to 
3.30pm, Woden Valley Uniting Church. 
 
Fourth: November, date tba, Launch for a Standing Citizens’ Assembly for the ACT. 
 
Watch our emails and Events page for links to registration and updates, and for newer events. 
 
Remember, we need to get our messages out. You are a critically important part of our communications. 
Please share these events. 
 
 

Toward and into Living Democracy 
 

Standing Citizens Assembly for the ACT  
A volunteer has started work on this (thank you). There is a webpage with information, and at that website are 
links to be involved and donate. 
 

https://events.humanitix.com/reimagining-how-the-act-assembly-might-work
canberra-alliance.org.au/activity/
https://events.humanitix.com/re-imagining-how-the-act-assembly-might-work-community-workshop
https://canberra-alliance.org.au/activity/
https://canberra-alliance.org.au/events/
https://www.actcitizensassembly.org/


 

Active Democracy Bean 
Local Politics in the Pub  
Third Monday every month. Watch out for the emails forwarded from ADBean for 
up to date details. Register from their Facebook page (registrations preferred but 

not essential); link below.  
 
Any questions or interest to join in? Contact activedemocracybean@outlook.com. 
 
Active Democracy Bean has a Facebook page for the latest what is on and information. More about Bean and 

ADB on their webpage.  The Active Democracy ACT site is here. 
 
 

THINGS TO LISTEN TO, WATCH AND READ 
Our standing reminders about: 

• Democracy Sausage podcast from the ANU Public Policy Institute. Lots of very topical topics. 

• Juice Media for an irreverent and spicy look at current politics in Australia and beyond. 

• Punters Politics another clever comedic look at Australia’s political goings on. 

• Crazy Town From the Post Carbon Institute (go to Products/Podcasts). 2026 season happening 

on an esoteric collection of topics. 

• AusPol Explained: “an educational YouTube channel that focuses on explaining everything to do 
with Australian politics.” 

• Voices for a New Economy, the podcast of the New Economy Network Australia (CAPaD is a 
member and Convenes the Good Governance and Democracy Hub). 

 
All available from your favourite podcast service (and YouTube). 
 

Voting for Pizza 
Teaching young people how voting works. 
 
Thoughts on why people are voting One Nation 
An article from Kos Samaris in Pearls and Irritations reflecting on the rise of One Nation: 
https://pearlsandirritations.com/post/2026/06/the-quiet-australians-who-actually-empty-the-bins/.  
  
The premise is that the people who are losing out in the current political system are not opting out of electoral 
politics or even politics. Instead they are boycotting the mainstream political party tripoly.  
 
From your committee. 
 
Contact us:  secretary@canberra-alliance.org.au 

Keep up to date: https://canberra-alliance.org.au/ 

Share ideas: BlueSky: @CAPADAUS.bsky.social and Mastodon: @CAPADAUS.mastodon.social 
Find us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/1487360858250888/ 

 
© 2026 Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy (CAPaD). All rights reserved. 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of CAPaD. 
Election related material authorised by Peter Tait Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy, O’Connor ACT. 
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