Democracy

CAPaD - the Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy

MaAy 2026
G’day members, supporters and friends
In this Democracy , Reimagining ACT Governance Event Series, more reflections on

the Poll and Community Assembly, progress on the Standing Citizens’ Assembly, and ... as always stuff to read,
hear and watch.

Other education and activity events in the pipeline for 2026

Reimagining Governance for the ACT Event series. Three event groups for 2026, co-hosted with Active
Democracy Bean.

First group: Reimagining how the ACT Assembly might work

1. Monday 15™ June, Reimagining how the ACT Assembly might work part 1, evening 5.30 pm at the Irish
Club, panel discussion by former MLAs.

2. From Tuesday 16 to 5pm 24" June — live poll (using Pol.is) to collect ideas on ACT Assembly reform (part 2)

3. Sunday June 28™, Reimagining how the ACT Assembly might work part 3, workshop to see where the
ideas from the Panel discussion and the Poll, afternoon 2pm to 3.30pm, Woden Valley Uniting Church.

August 20%™, second group: Spotlight on Community Councils — what do they do, challenges and opportunities,
and where to from here? evening 5.30 pm at the Irish Club, panel discussion.

October 19%, third group, Expanding the ACT Assembly for better government - is it time? afternoon 2pm to
3.30pm, Woden Valley Uniting Church.

Watch our emails and Events page for links to registration and updates, and for newer events.

Remember, we need to get our messages out. You are a critically important part of our communications.
Please share these events.
Toward and into Living Democracy

Poll and Community Assembly

Details of reflections and the reports at: https://canberra-alliance.org.au/activity/

Standing Citizens Assembly for the ACT
A volunteer has started work on this. There is a webpage with information, and at that website are links to
volunteer and donate.

/\/\\ Active Democracy Bean
/ /\ Local Politics in the Pub
Third Monday every month. Watch out for the emails forwarded from ADBean for
up to date details. Register from their Facebook page (registrations preferred but
not essential); link below.


https://canberra-alliance.org.au/events/
https://canberra-alliance.org.au/activity/
https://www.actcitizensassembly.org/

Any questions or interest to join in? Contact activedemocracybean@outlook.com.

Active Democracy Bean has a Facebook page for the latest what is on and information. More about Bean and
ADB on their webpage. The Active Democracy ACT site is here.

Our standing reminders about:

e Democracy Sausage podcast from the ANU Public Policy Institute. Lots of very topical topics.
e Juice Media for an irreverent and spicy look at current politics in Australia and beyond.

e Punters Politics another clever comedic look at Australia’s political goings on.

° Crﬂzy 'fOWD From the Post Carbon Institute (go to Products/Podcasts). 2026 season happening
on an esoteric collection of topics.

e AusPol Explained: “an educational YouTube channel that focuses on explaining everything to do
with Australian politics.”

e Voices for a New Economy, the podcast of the New Economy Network Australia (CAPaD is a
member and Convenes the Good Governance and Democracy Hub).

All available from your favourite podcast service (and YouTube).

What is Sociocracy event, the video of the conversation is here.

Citizen Assemblies for a Democratic, Post-Growth Future with Peter Tait. Podcast episode by Post Growth
Australia Podcast.
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environment, society, economy and politics,” they say.
I OCa I I y l . The goal is to work for a future “that privileges inclusion, not exclusion; the common good, not private gain; empathy, not indifference”

Given the many connections between a healthy democracy and a healthy community, it is not surprising that health practitioners are involved in
efforts to revitalise and protect democracy.

In the article below, Dr Peter Tait, a longstanding public health advocate with a background in general practice, writes about the work of the
Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy, and its recommendations, which would be bring many benefits for health.

Thank you to members and supporters who

Taking practical democratic action

are sending in links to interesting pieces. Peter Tt wrtes:
On 8 March, the Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy (CAPaD) held a cammunity assembly in Canberra, Seventeen Ganberrans donated
their Sunday afternoon.
Following the intense deliberative small group work, which took the results of the poll that had been run during January and February, a consent
decision making process was used 1o craft these into two asks for the ACT's five federal MPs.

From your committee.

Contact us: secretary@canberra-alliance.org.au

Keep up to date: https://canberra-alliance.org.au/

Share ideas: BlueSky: @CAPADAUS.bsky.social and Mastodon: @ CAPADAUS.mastodon.social
Find us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/1487360858250888/

© 2026 Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy (CAPaD). All rights reserved.

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of CAPaD.
Election related material authorised by Peter Tait Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy, O’Connor ACT.
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