
Summary of Feedback on the 2026 Poll and Community Assembly 

The full participants After Survey Report can be found here. 

Overall responses indicated that participants found the process interesting, educational and useful for 

engaging in the political process. 

From the comments sections we have: 

Learnings about Pol.is 

• Highlight presence of Important box and when to use ie before submitting vote. 

• Emphasise one action per proposal in instructions. 

• Explain that the Proposal number gives an idea of how recently it was submitted; but we can’t 

actually date proposals. 

Note the full Reflections on using Pol.is is here. 

Learnings from feedback on the Assembly 

In no particular order, excerpts from the comments: 

that consent based systems takes time and also trust and probably more familiarity with each other. 

We need to practise the skill of listening and considering. It's powerful and good for democracy. 

Democratic deliberation can be uncomfortable yet produce useful results which may be more readily 

accepted. 

I appreciated … the chance to practice but felt that it didnt develop relationships, unlike in other 

settings that I have used it in. 

A couple of comments on the “need more practice to really understand it better”. 

General helpful feedback and responses to the comments in italics 

I was disappointed in the outcomes - the proposals seem pedestrian and not detailed – these were 

already on the table at parliament house, so I dont know if the effort will elevate them much. My hope 

was for something that would give leverage and give people an amplified voice. Noted. 

Look forward to the next Assembly and maybe an independent standing Community Assembly in the 

future. Note: we are working on it. 

Was the time pressure deliberate? Yes by circumstance rather than design it sometimes felt a bit 

hurried once we had got instructions on how to proceed. but understand that too much time might also 

be unproductive. 

This (pol.is, community assembly, consent decision making) seems to be a useful approach to garner 

community views on a variety of topics. Getting enough people to participate will continue to be a 

challenge. Indeed; we relay on word of mouth a lot. 

In future 

We are committed to continuing to use Pol.is and an assembly model of engagement. To help we will 

develop better learning materials to help with Pol.is use. As we all get more practiced in its use, it will 

become a more powerful tool. 

https://canberra-alliance.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2026-Community-Assembly-After-Survey-Results.pdf
https://canberra-alliance.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Reflection-on-Polis.pdf

