Democracy

CAPaD - the Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy

APRIL 2026
G’day members, supporters and friends
In this Democracy: rescheduling in the pipeline , more reflections on the Poll and

Community Assembly, and ... as always stuff to read, hear and watch.

Other education and activity events in the pipeline for 2026
Usually first but sometime other Sunday afternoon of the month, varying venues, sometimes in collaboration
with Active Democracy Bean. Sometimes other days and time depending on speaker availability.

Note, our plans for these events have required re-scheduling because of the availability of speakers.
April — no event — too many holidays

Tuesday May 5 evening, 7pm, Zoom What is Sociocracy? How can we use it for more direct democratic
practice.

Reimagining Governance for the ACT Event series. Three event groups for 2026

First group: Reimagining how the ACT Assembly might work

1. Monday 15" June, Reimagining how the ACT Assembly might work part 1, evening 5.30 pm at the Irish
Club, panel discussion by former MLAs.

2. From Tuesday 16 to 5pm 24" June — live poll (using Pol.is) to collect ideas on ACT Assembly reform (part 2)

3. Sunday June 28", Reimagining how the ACT Assembly might work part 3, workshop to see where the
ideas from the Panel discussion and the Poll, afternoon 2pm to 3.30pm, Woden Valley Uniting Church.

August 17, second group: Spotlight on Community Councils — what do they do, challenges and opportunities,
and where to from here? evening 5.30 pm at the Irish Club, panel discussion.

October 19', third group, Expanding the ACT Assembly for better government - is it time? afternoon 2pm to
3.30pm, Woden Valley Uniting Church.

Watch our emails and Events page for links to registration and updates, and for newer events.

Remember, we need to get our messages out. You are a critically important part of our communications.
Please share these events.

Help us know your thoughts on CAPaD

Another small thing you can do to help us understand how we can communicate better with you and let you
know about events is a survey we are conducting in a week or so. Please take the time to let us know your
thoughts. It is mostly tick-box. Separate email coming soon.

Toward and into Living Democracy

See the link to Tim Hollo’s blogletter In between days below for where Tim is going with these ideas. A couple
of core ones:



Change come through doing not talking; the current liberal, electoral government system is no longer meeting
the needs of people or planet and we are not yet in a new system; the new system emerges from us doing it.
(serious paraphrasing here — apologies Tim).

Poll and Community Assembly

In brief, a very successful exercise.
We intend to hold a follow up Community Assembly on December 6% to give our MPs the opportunity to
report back to us, their constituents, on what contribution they have made on enacting these two proposals.

Already support for taxing gas exports grows across the community and Albanese has announced what many
are describing as ineffectual action on gambling. Let’s see how our MPs contribute to action on these topics.

Details of reflections and the reports at: https://canberra-alliance.org.au/activity/

Standing Citizens Assembly for the ACT
We have submitted for a project person to develop a business case to use to seek support and funding during
the rest of this year.

Active Democracy Bean
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Local Politics in the Pub Watch out for the emails forwarded from ADBean for up
to date details. Register from their Facebook page (registrations preferred but not
essential); link below.

Any questions or interest to join in? Contact activedemocracybean@outlook.com.

Active Democracy Bean has a Facebook page for the latest what is on and information. More about Bean and
ADB on their webpage. The Active Democracy ACT site is here.

Our standing reminders about:

e Democracy Sausage podcast from the ANU Public Policy Institute. Lots of very topical topics.
e Juice Media for an irreverent and spicy look at current politics in Australia and beyond.

e Punters Politics another clever comedic look at Australia’s political goings on.

o Cl".‘)Z}’ TOWD From the Post Carbon Institute (go to Products/Podcasts). 2026 season happening
on an esoteric collection of topics.

e AusPol Explained: “an educational YouTube channel that focuses on explaining everything to do
with Australian politics.”

e Voices for a New Economy, the podcast of the New Economy Network Australia (CAPaD is a
member and Convenes the Good Governance and Democracy Hub).

All available from your favourite podcast service (and YouTube).

From The Point: An extract from The People's Guide to the Australian Constitution by Rosalind Dixon and
William Partlett, Is our constitutional system democratic?

From Caretakers to Combatants.
The Age of the Combatant: How Every Side of Politics Is About to Be Remade
Kos Samaras from Redbridge:
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A fascinating analysis of the current political situation. GenZ voters want parliamentarians who will fight for

them not fiddle at the edges. Full article here.

Feedback for members and supporters has highlighted and deplored the use of militaristic language and also
“They [people / GenZ] want decisive action - which, to be fair, the article does hint at. But without it, people
will move on quickly, not always to something better.”

Tim Hollo: Direct Action for Degrowth

An outline of the importance of Direct Action (not necessarily only the non-violent kind, but other forms of

civil resistance and moving one’s consent through personal action). One quote:
“The question at the core of my current PhD research is, fundamentally, how do we let go? What are
the practices — the collective, grassroots, embodied practices of living — that help us to let go of our
attachment to the ways and ideas that have caused this polycrisis, so we can chart a course into what
comes next?”

Read the whole thing (and support for a small fee) at his blogletter. And once joined, there is SO MUCH MORE

there to ponder on as a basis for living democracy. Only by living democracy can we be democratic.

Thought: Tim’s approach raises an interesting question/tension: how does CAPaD’s work complement the
moving from the no longer to the not yet? Read Tim’s blogletter for a deeper dive into Arendt’s ideas around
the no longer and the not yet. This provides a useful model for change.

Gratan Institute, For the people: Future-proofing Australia’s democracy, (here) a very in-depth look at the
state of ‘democracy’ in Australia, drawing on many sources, and most importantly coming up with a
comprehensive set of actions to strengthen ‘democracy’ and good governance. These include (of relevance to
CAPaD): more meaningful public participation, having a plan to address Australia's long-term issues, MPs
representing the interests of your electorate, improve transparency and accountability, and a whole bunch of
integrity reforms.

Democracy Narratives Alliance (DNA) Research-Brief-2026 How to talk about Democracy (Paper here).

“It [this Brief] maps the dominant narratives that shape how people understand democracy, explains how
messaging interacts with deeper mental models, and identifies strategies that can help rebuild support,
engagement, and participation. The core argument is optimistic but clear-eyed: coordinated, strategic
narrative work among democracy’s defenders is not an afterthought, it is an imperative; a necessary condition
for rebuilding belief in democracy and motivating people to participate in it through the daily practices
necessary to sustain it.”

Thank you to members and supporters who are sending in links to interesting pieces.

From your committee.

Contact us: secretary@canberra-alliance.org.au

Keep up to date: https://canberra-alliance.org.au/

Share ideas: BlueSky: @CAPADAUS.bsky.social and Mastodon: @ CAPADAUS.mastodon.social
Find us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/1487360858250888/
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