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What Canberrans said they want MP action on in 2026 V2 - updated 5/3/26 

Summary Vote pattern  

127 proposals submitted by 51 people; see Appendix 1 for full list Agreed 5501 

18 irrelevant and duplicate proposals were moderated out; see Appendix 2 Passed/No vote 1991 

217 People voted on these proposals Disagreed 1526 

9018 votes were received in total Marked Important 1228 

 

Top five Proposals ranked by number of votes for Agreed with 
the number of Disagreed, Passes/ No Votes and Important to 
show level of diversity of opinion 

Agrees Disagrees Passes/ 
NoVotes 

Import-
ance 

Tax the fossil fuel industry 108 6 6 33 

Address the perverse tax incentives that push housing to 
wealth creation rather than accommodation 

107 8 11 31 

Stop subsidising the fossil fuel industries and divert these 
resources to a just transition 

105 7 5 34 

Work with First Nations to develop a national truth-telling   
process 

100 10 10 26 

Ban all forms of gambling advertising 96 1 25 19 
Note: High Agrees plus low Disagrees plus low Passes plus high Importance indicates strong support for the 
proposal. (note full list of all proposals ranked this way in Appendix 1). 

Five most Disagreed with Proposals with the number of 
Disagreed, Passes/ No Votes and Important to show level of 
diversity of opinion 

Agrees Disagrees Passes/ 
NoVotes 

Import-
ance 

AUKUS is a good investment of our money 7 97 14 13 

Voting in federal elections should be mandatory only for those who 
can pass a basic test on the policies of the major parties. 

7 82 40 8 

Australia should develop a nuclear power electricity industry 12 71 27 12 

To strengthen social cohesion, Australia should require all new 
migrants to live in regional areas for their first five years. 

17 62 15 4 

Australia should develop an independent nuclear deterrent to 
guarantee its security, regardless of international treaties. 

11 61 34 8 

Note: High Disagree, low Agree high Passes and low Importance indicate weak support. 

The Community Assembly might come up with an amended action proposal based on the deliberations. 

Note: an artifact in the data is that later added proposals accrued fewer votes than earlier ones because of exposure. 

Appendices 

1 Full list of non-moderated proposals by agreement. 

2 List of moderated out proposals. 

3 List of proposals weighted by Importance and passes. 

4 List of the most passed or not voted on proposals for interest. 

5 Some other ways of looking at the collected information. 

6 Poll results themed; see separate document. 
 
Data was gathered using the Polis software (see: compdemocracy.org/polis and github.com/compdemocracy/polis) and is sub-licensed under CC BY 4.0 with 
Attribution to The Computational Democracy Project. The data and more information about how the data was collected can be found at the following link: 
https://pol.is/exportReport/r9muxvdrkrb9srwkxnems   

https://pol.is/exportReport/r9muxvdrkrb9srwkxnems
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Appendix 1 – Full List of Not-Moderated Proposals 

Proposals (glitch in order of proposals fixed) Agrees 
Dis- 
agrees 

Import- 
ance 

Tax the fossil fuel industry 108 6 33 

Address the perverse tax incentives that push housing to wealth creation rather 
than accommodation 

107 8 31 

Stop subsidising the fossil fuel industries and divert these resources to a just 
transition 

105 7 34 

Work with First Nations to develop a national truth-telling   process 100 10 26 

Ban all forms of gambling advertising 96 1 19 

Increase Jobseeker above the poverty level 95 8 27 

Medicare should be extended to cover dental care. 93 5 17 

We need actual climate action and not greenwash - we need a transition plan to 
real zero in every sector of the economy 

92 8 26 

Cease the supply of weapons and components to Israel. 90 12 18 

Cease approval of all new fossil fuel projects. 87 12 26 

Regenerative agriculture should be the foundation of most agriculture. 87 7 12 

Introduce truth-in-political-advertising laws with severe penalties for misleading 
voters during election campaigns. 

85 3 20 

Require social media platforms to label AI-generated political content and 
disclose all political ad targeting parameters. 

84 6 14 

Work with other countries to impose sanctions on Israel to bring an end to the 
occupation of Gaza and the West Bank. 

84 10 29 

Ban politicians from holding shares in industries they regulate, with blind trusts 
mandatory for all sitting MPs 

83 2 12 

Native forest logging on public land should be phased out nationwide by the 
end of 2027. 

82 8 20 

A federal anti-corruption commission to have the power to hold public 
hearings, investigate MPs retrospectively, and impose penalties. 

82 5 14 

Retired politicians should not be permitted to take jobs directly related to their 
portfolios for at least 3 years. 

81 5 18 

I want MPs who represent our views to the parliament, not their party's views 
to me 

81 8 24 

Dental care should be included in Medicare for all Australians, funded by an 
increase in the Medicare Levy. 

81 5 15 

Implement a real-time federal lobbying register where all meetings, agendas, 
and outcomes are published within 24 hours. 

80 8 21 

Create an annual citizen assembly to get the pulse of what all Australians think 
is important 

79 9 16 

The government should follow the example set by France and prohibit 
supermarkets from throwing away or destroying unsold food. 

75 10 9 

Do not approve any more fossil fuel explortation or usage projects 75 11 23 

Develop an Australia-wide circular economy for solar panels and batteries 
powered by renewable energy 

75 10 14 

Tax the fossil fuel industry and have them pay for the damage/losses their 
products have caused. 

75 7 28 

Media ownership should be capped so no single entity can control more than 
20% of the national market. 

75 9 14 
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The Federal Parliament should establish a Makarrata Commission to oversee 
treaty-making and truth-telling with Aboriginal and TSI peoples. 

73 13 17 

Realign Australia's foreign policy stance to position us in a more neutral position 
(especially viz the USA and China). 

73 10 20 

Stage 3 tax cuts to be amended so that high-income earners receive less, and 
the savings used to increase JobSeeker and Youth Allowance. 

73 11 11 

Restrict ministers from appointing political staff to senior public service roles; 
mandate transparent, merit-based selection. 

72 5 14 

Public transport and walkable cities should be built into development planning 
processes. 

72 4 10 

Cap media ownership at 15% of the national market and establish an 
independent public interest journalism fund 

71 9 12 

The government to implement a maximum wage law, capping highest salary in 
any corporation no more than 20 times salary of its lowest-paid. 

70 12 10 

Honour our international commitments and increase funding for the 
environment 

69 7 12 

Government should withdraw Australia from AUKUS. 68 15 20 

Take meaningful and decisive action to address the  harm that problem 
gambling causes. Stop taking money from the gambling industry. 

68 3 21 

Amend recent 2024 Electoral Act changes to remove bias against non-duopoly 
candidates. 

67 8 20 

Abolish university HECS / HELP system so tertiary education is "free". 64 13 14 

Amend the NCC legislation to make open hearings the default. 62 7 11 

commit greater resources to justice reinvestment and introduce reforms in 
which carceral responses to harm / wrong-doing aren't the default 

61 7 10 

Cap political donations at $1,500 per person per year and ban all donations 
from corporations, unions, and foreign entities. 

61 10 15 

Greater use of citizensâ€™ assemblies to find a way forward on politically 
fraught issues like housing, climate change and migration 

60 6 14 

We need a Population Plan for Australia based on repair, protection & 
sustainability of our natural environment. 

59 11 15 

The government should amend the national vehicle standards to prohibit 
dangerous american-style SUV's and allow smaller, safer, cars. 

58 16 12 

The Government should maximise protection and regeneration of the 
biosphere with significant federal funding. 

58 5 6 

protect the safety of Australian Jews while not supporting the state of Israel 57 8 5 

Australia should adopt a neutral foreign policy stance. 57 19 7 

Enshrine a federal anti-corruption commission, a First Nations Voice, and 
environmental protection in the Constitution. 

57 13 17 

The government should provide economic incentives for worker cooperatives 
and democratically run businesses. 

57 8 5 

Australia should remove the Union Jack from the national flag and replace it 
with a symbol representing First Nations peoples. 

56 16 12 

Australia should formally adopt a policy of non-alignment, reducing military ties 
with the US and prohibiting foreign military bases in Oz 

56 14 19 

The Public Service must be accountable to the Public. Freedom in Information 
Act rules and access should not be diminished in any way. 

56 2 7 

Greater punishments for companies that deliberately destroy native habitat 56 1 12 
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The law should be tightened and more government resources put in to pursuit 
of people who do not meet child support obligations. 

55 8 3 

Get control of the housing market so that is not an inflation driver and regain 
the home ownership dream (right?) for the next generations. 

52 6 6 

military forces and interests not to use any schooling systems for their 
advertising or recruitment 

50 17 5 

Create permanent, binding citizen assemblies on major policy decisions, 
selected by democratic lottery. 

49 21 14 

Tighten the new hate-speech laws to clearly ensure that criticism of the 
Government of Israel is not classed as antisemitism 

48 3 11 

Introduce an estate tax for large inheritances that exempts family home being 
passed to spouse/dependents. 

47 24 7 

More scrutiny of government spending at all levels. 47 11 7 

Australiaâ€™s relations with Israel to be governed solely by its adherence to 
international law, insulating us from the influence of its lobby 

46 5 9 

Amend the NACC legislation to give it retrospective powers,  public hearings 
and authority to impose binding recommendations on parliament. 

45 12 9 

Australia should become a republic. 45 6 9 

The government should ban the importation of timber from countries with 
lower native forest management standards than our own. 

44 2 7 

Australia should remove former prince Andrew from the line of succession (he 
is still 8th in line despite having lost his titles). 

41 4 4 

Australia should become a world leader in energy intensive industries using 
massive amounts of our renewable energy 

41 5 7 

Develop a properly resourced civilian response to emergencies and natural 
disasters 

41 2 7 

Treasury should run a trial of non-capitalised home loans with a Community 
Bank 

38 9 6 

Implement a wealth tax on millionaires. Family home exempt from the wealth 
calculation. 

38 6 9 

Government support for regenerative agriculture 37 3 6 

The site of the tent embassy in Canberra should be formally named Aboriginal 
Tent Embassy Lawns. 

35 9 6 

Australia should abolish Australia Day (neither the UK nor Denmark has a 
national day - we don't need one either). 

34 9 5 

All primary schools should be required to teach that gender is a social construct, 
not a biological binary, as part of national curriculum. 

33 29 9 

Local councils should have the power to compulsorily acquire under-utilised 
investment properties to convert to public housing. 

30 36 10 

The Northern Territory and Canberra should become states with the same 
number of Senators as all other states. 

29 15 8 

Remove our funding and withdraw from former PM Morrisonâ€™s AUKUS 
arrangement. It is merely a support of the US Department of WAR. 

28 4 9 

Australia to pause renewable energy projects in rural and regional areas until 
robust local and environment consultations are guaranteed. 

27 52 8 

Social media companies should be legally required to remove any content that 
causes â€˜emotional distress,â€™ even if it is not illegal. 

27 36 5 

Australia should provide support for the Afghan Embassy in Canberra (non-
Taliban) to remain open. 

26 11 2 
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The government should abolish the so-called efficiency dividend introduced by 
the Hawke government in 1987. 

23 4 3 

The government should abolish Paul Keating's enterprise bargaining and 
reintroduce service-wide conditions for the APS. 

22 11 5 

Still need to keep coking coal if we want metal products. 20 47 4 

Oblige governments to balance their spend against revenues annually, except in 
narrowly-defined periods of economic downturn. 

20 29 4 

The age for accessing the Age Pension should be raised to 70, and the pension 
should be means-tested against the value of a personâ€™s home. 

20 44 4 

Pilot neighbourhood based UBI (universal basic income) to reward citizens for 
their time and  participation to rebuild community & democracy 

19 4 5 

Run people assemblies on energy transition to:  1 design a system for 
community good  2 plan holistically/sustainably 3 address inequality 

19 2 3 

Appropriately tax natural resource exports 19 0 5 

Australia should deny visas to residents of the occupied territories around 
Israel, ie beyond Israel's internationally recognised borders. 

18 31 4 

Address the rise of One Nation by embracing multiculturalism while materially 
making people's lives better through real economic reform 

18 3 5 

To strengthen social cohesion, Australia should require all new migrants to live 
in regional areas for their first five years. 

17 62 4 

Australia should ban gambling advertising, including television, radio and the 
internet. 

13 0 5 

Australia should develop a nuclear power electricity industry 12 71 12 

Parliament should have to approve any military action and any participation of 
citizens in foreign conflicts 

12 0 4 

Australia should develop an independent nuclear deterrent to guarantee its 
security, regardless of international treaties. 

11 61 8 

It should be illegal for Australians to enter the occupied territories around 
Israel, ie beyond Israel's internationally recognised borders. 

11 30 3 

parliamentarian annual salaries should be fixed at the current level of the 
national median wage. 

10 13 1 

Make NT and ACT states with an equal number of Senators to all other states 10 7 0 

Tax increases on fossil fuels should only be a complement to ending new 
approvals, banning exports and phasing out existing mines. 

10 2 4 

Stop government subsidies for renewables. 9 54 10 

More explicitly advocate for our commitments to international law and consider 
future directions for relations with states who violate it 

9 0 3 

Australia should abolish the national anthem and not bother having one. 8 42 2 

Hold politicians who refuse to answer direct questions accountable for their 
dishonesty and continue delivering truth to the public 

8 2 1 

Voting in federal elections should be mandatory only for those who can pass a 
basic test on the policies of the major parties. 

7 82 8 

AUKUS is a good investment of our money 7 97 13 

Our MPs should act on warnings from the International AI Safety Report 2026 & 
push for binding safety standards on frontier AI development. 

6 1 2 

parliamentarian terms should be capped (including the Prime Minister) 5 12 1 

Ministers should do work experience in their portfolios. Ie, the Aged Care 
Minister should complete 2 shifts in an aged care residence 

5 1 0 
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Remove capitalision of interest (commonly called compound interest) on home 
loans 

3 2 1 

Stop parliament wasting time on knee jerk and pointless storms in a teacup e.g. 
worrying about the return of a tiny group from Syria etc. 

2 7 1 

 
See Appendix 2 regarding incorrectly excluded proposals concerning the Tram. 
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Appendix 2 – List of moderated out proposals 
 

These were moderated out because they duplicated existing proposals, were not relevant to 
the federal parliament, were unclear or unhelpful. 

Reason 

Government support for regenerative agriculture, 
Stop subsidising the fossil fuel industries and divert these resources to a just transition, 
Address the perverse tax incentives that push housing to wealth creation rather than 
accommodation, 

Initial seed 
proposals trial 
upload 

Government support for regenerative agriculture Duplicate 

A new perspective and practical suggestions Unclear 

Coking coal required in metal production. Duplicate 

Introduce an estate tax for large inheritances that exempts family homes being passed to 
spouse/dependents. 

Duplicate 

Bring back big-splash pool and slides at Belconnen Not federal 

Establish a federal ICAC with retrospective powers, public hearings, and authority to impose 
binding recommendations on Parliament. 

Duplicate 

With the delay caused by maintenance works to Commonwealth bridge, the government should 
fast-track the planning of Light Rail stage 3. * 

Not federal 

The influence wielded by corporations is destroying Australia and Australians (of all species) Non-proposal 

I want all work on extending the  tram line to stop immediately and forever. Not federal 

Abolish stupid fora like this. Unhelpful 

The government should stop funding light rail infrastructure in the ACT if there isn't a positive cost-
benefit analysis. * 

Not federal 

The public education system in the ACT - gut & replace the administration, improve standards, fund 
adequately, stop private school excesses 

Not federal 

Pilot neighbourhood based UBI (universal basic income) to compensate for participation needed to 
rebuild community life culture & democracy 

Duplicate 

Australia should ban gambling advertising, including on television, radio, the internet and social 
media. 

Duplicate 

Not enough is being invested in public education. Mental health of the young is also a major issue. Non-proposal 
It goes beyond Non-proposal 
Vote for intelligently representing what people in their electorate might want - not just voting 'the 
Party line' (often without thinking!) 

Non-proposal 

 
Summary: Duplicate: 6; not-federal/ACT 5; non-proposal 4; Unclear 1; Unhelpful 1. 
 
Note: * These proposals were moderated out because of not understanding that there is federal 
government financial support involved. 
 
  



 

8 
 

Appendix 3 – List of most agreed proposals factoring in the weighting of Important. 
To see if importance and passes made any significant change to the order of most agreed, we ran two additional 
analyses. 
 

First, factoring in Importance, and ignoring passes using the formula (Agrees + 
Important) – disagrees gives an adjusted score, the top five most agreed proposals 

total-
agrees 

Weightd 
1 

Tax the fossil fuel industry 108 135 

Stop subsidising the fossil fuel industries and divert these resources to a just transition 105 132 

Address the perverse tax incentives that push housing to wealth creation rather than 
accommodation 

107 130 

Work with First Nations to develop a national truth-telling   process 100 116 

Ban all forms of gambling advertising 96 114 

 
Factoring in Important did not significantly change the order of the listed proposals. Example of top five. 
 

Second, factoring in Importance and passes using the formula (Agrees + Important) – 
(disagrees + passes) gives an second adjusted score, the top five most agreed 
proposals 

total-
agrees 

Weightd 
2 

Tax the fossil fuel industry 108 129 

Stop subsidising the fossil fuel industries and divert these resources to a just 
transition 

105 127 

Address the perverse tax incentives that push housing to wealth creation rather than 
accommodation 

107 119 

Work with First Nations to develop a national truth-telling   process 100 106 

Increase Jobseeker above the poverty level 95 99 

 
Again, factoring in both Importance AND passes only changed banning gambling for increasing Job Seeker. 
 
So, we just went with the raw Agreed score. 
 

Appendix 4 – Most passed / non-voted on Proposals 
Proposal Agreed Disagreed Passed/ 

No Vote 
Import-
ance 

military forces and interests not to use any schooling systems 
for their advertising or recruitment 

50 17 53 5 

Still need to keep coking coal if we want metal products. 20 47 51 4 

The government should abolish the so-called efficiency 
dividend introduced by the Hawke government in 1987. 

23 4 45 3 

Amend recent 2024 Electoral Act changes to remove bias 
against non-duopoly candidates. 

67 8 43 20 

Voting in federal elections should be mandatory only for those 
who can pass a basic test on the policies of the major parties. 

7 82 40 8 

 
Brief feedback suggests people passed on proposals that they didn’t understand or didn’t have an opinion 
about. 
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Appendix 5 – Other ways of looking at the results 
 
Pol.is is able to display a range of different interactive reports at https://pol.is/report/r9muxvdrkrb9srwkxnems. A list 
of links to downloadable csv data files can be found at https://pol.is/exportReport/r9muxvdrkrb9srwkxnems. 
  
The data in the different download modes (report or export) varies and the Report data for this report needed to be 
cleaned to remove the moderated-out reports. This Appendix is based on the exportReport data set in which 
moderated out proposals still appear. 
 
These reports are interesting but not directly relevant to the Community Assembly. Ignore the Group A and B; they 
represent a sub-analysis of how aligned different sub-sets of voters are and are not relevant the Community Assembly. 
 
Some examples of the reports available in the exportReport set are: 
 
Most divisive comment (red dot): 

 
Comment with highest consensus (red dot): 

 
Comment with second highest consensus (red dot):  

although both these wer recent comment and received low number of votes. 
 
The graphics below are visual represntations of data, some of which complements the tables in the main report and 
Appendices. 
 
  

https://pol.is/report/r9muxvdrkrb9srwkxnems
https://pol.is/exportReport/r9muxvdrkrb9srwkxnems
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Understanding the colour coding:  
 
Didn’t vote is bundled with passes in the export data. 
 
Majority opinion - what most people agreed and 
disagreed with.  
 
60% or more of all participants voted one way or the 
other, regardless of whether large amounts of certain 
minority opinion groups voted the other way. Top 
nine shown. 
 
This is different to the data in the tables above 
because it is based on total number of votes. 
 
 
Note: these figures are produced by Print-screening 
the Reports online. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposals with the highest number of votes, that is 
most voted on proposals, most to least for top ten 
proposals, excluding some but not all statements which 
were moderated out, sorted by number of votes for 
each statement (both agree and disagree). 
 
Note this produces different numbers than the most 
Agreed and most Disagreed tables above because 
Agreed and Disagreed votes are combined here. 
 
These favour earlier proposals (note proposal numbers) 
since later statements had less time to accrue votes. 
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Proposals with the lowest number of votes, that is least 
voted on proposals, most to least for bottom ten 
proposals, excluding statements which were moderated 
out, sorted by number of votes for each statement (both 
agree and disagree). 
 
The balance here is toward later added proposals (note 
proposal numbers) since later statements had less time to 
accrue votes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposals sorted by Agreement. 
 
This favours later proposals with low numbers of vote. 
 
Note moderated out proposals such as 27, 101, 113 which is 
a duplicate proposal, 120, which should be but are not 
excluded. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


