Democracy

CAPaD - the Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy

MARCH 2026
G’day members, supporters and friends

In this Democracy: rescheduling in the pipeline , reflections on the Poll and
Community Assembly, and ... as always stuff to read, hear and watch.

The poll and community assembly has consumed are energy this past six weeks.

Other education and activity events in the pipeline for 2026
First Sunday afternoon of the month, varying venues

Our plans for these events have required re-scheduling because of the availability of speakers.
April — no event — too many holidays

What is Sociocracy? How can we use it for more direct democratic practice.

Expanding the ACT Assembly

Reforming the ACT Government Forum

Watch our emails and Events page for dates and time.

More events to be added as they are arranged.

Toward Living Democracy

Poll and Community Assembly

CAPSD  pemm What action do Canberrans want our five MPs (MHRs and Senators) to take for
e us in 2026?

=3 You would have seen the email with the link to the report on the Poll and
What we wantour MPstodo -, 1, nity Assembly. CAPaD is grateful to the 51 people who put in proposals

forusin 2026
and the 217 people who voted on them.
FINAL REPORT AND ASKS

[ELFRE

As you will be aware, the Community Assembly recommended two proposals to

- go to our five federal MPs:

1. Implement a gas export levy in line with the ‘fair share’ levy (as proposed by the Super Power
Institute), and

2. Implement all the recommendations of the Murphy Report (You win some, you lose more, the report

of its inquiry into online gambling and its impacts on those experiencing gambling harm).

The proposals and a copy of this report were emailed to the five MPs in the second week of March. With
sitting weeks and senate estimates, it was too difficult to secure face to face meetings. An invitation to receive
a briefing from us was accepted by David Smith.

We intend to hold a follow up Assembly in November to give our MPs the opportunity to report back to us,
their constituents, on what contribution they have made on enacting these two proposals.


https://www.superpowerinstitute.com.au/news/watch-fair-share-levy-explainer
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/House_of_Representatives/About_the_House_News/Media_Releases/Report_released_You_win_some_you_lose_more
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Social_Policy_and_Legal_Affairs/Onlinegamblingimpacts

Initial feedback received from the follow up survey is that respondents found the exercise to be useful and to
contribute to increasing community participation in the political process.

Details & links: https://canberra-alliance.org.au/activity/

Help support the project financially please

Publicity for the poll and the Community Assembly costs.

The budget for this event is about $3000.

Please help by making a financial contribution at https://canberra-alliance.org.au/join/.

Standing Citizens Assembly for the ACT
We have submitted for a project person to develop a business case to use to seek support and funding during
the rest of this year.

/\/\\ Active Democracy Bean

/ /\ Local Politics in the Pub Watch out for the emails forwarded from ADBean for up
to date details. Register from their Facebook page (registrations preferred but not
essential); link below.

Any questions or interest to join in? Contact activedemocracybean@outlook.com.

Active Democracy Bean has a Facebook page for the latest what is on and information. More about Bean and
ADB on their webpage. The Active Democracy ACT site is here.

Our standing reminders about:

e Democracy Sausage podcast from the ANU Public Policy Institute. Lots of very topical topics.
e Juice Media for an irreverent and spicy look at current politics in Australia and beyond.

e Punters Politics another clever comedic look at Australia’s political goings on.

o Cl".‘)Z}’ TOWD From the Post Carbon Institute (go to Products/Podcasts). 2026 season happening
on an esoteric collection of topics.

e AusPol Explained: “an educational YouTube channel that focuses on explaining everything to do
with Australian politics.”

e Voices for a New Economy, the podcast of the New Economy Network Australia (CAPaD is a
member).

All available from your favourite podcast service (and YouTube).

Good Governance, Better futures: Democracy as a pathway to a New Economy in the Voices of the
New Economy podcast now live — in a Podcast app near you. And a YouTube version of the interview
with Peter Tait, CAPaD Convener here:

https://youtu.be/1vmAvo20Cqk?si=sDdbQ7D76ZuK7by4

From your committee.

Contact us: secretary@canberra-alliance.org.au
Keep up to date: https://canberra-alliance.org.au/
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Share ideas: BlueSky: @CAPADAUS.bsky.social and Mastodon: @CAPADAUS.mastodon.social
Find us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/1487360858250888/
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