
Brief FAQs about Pol.is 

What is Pol.is? 

Described as a survey platform for gathering ideas as statements (or proposals) and creating a conversation 

about them. It is an “evolving, lively, artificially intelligent, interactive ‘suggestion box’” (Tom Atlee).  

The website describes it: “In its highest ambition, Polis is a platform for enabling collective intelligence in 

human societies and fostering mutual understanding at scale in the tradition of nonviolent communication. 

Polis is open source software released under the AGPL3 license.” 

Basically, it is a very clever, helpful survey and data analysis application. 

Who runs Pol.is? 

The Computational Democracy Project – see https://compdemocracy.org/about.  

How does the conversation work? 

The conversation is for collective sense making. It works by people voting on other people’s statements 

which have been previously entered. Votes either agree, disagree or pass on each statement. People can 

then add their own statements into the system for others to vote on. The technology sorts the participants’ 

statements into groups (usually two but sometimes more) depending on how aligned or different their 

ideas are combined with the number and type of votes each statement receives. 

What is a statement (or Proposal)? 

A Statement is a proposal or idea that a participant puts into the system to answer the question that is 

being asked. Ideally it is new (not duplicating a previous statement), concise (limited to 140 characters), 

with clear intent – ideally a SMART statement. 

How do we know what the consensus is? 

The technology generates a report in real time that shows how the participants’ different votes sit within 

the overall array of votes. This real time report can also show patterns of agreement and disagreement. 

Reports can also be created by downloading the raw data into Excel and producing charts. The charts can 

also be copied from the Report pages in Pol.is. 

How to interpret the report graphics? 

There are two parts to the live report: 

• The two dimensional ‘map’ of proposals clustered by vote pattern, and voter perspective, 

• Lists of statements grouped into: 

1. the most commonly agreed and disagreed with, called Majority Opinion, where the level of 

agreement / disagreement is displayed;  

2. Each groups statements with the level of agreement / disagreement displayed. 

A more detailed explanation of how to interpret this real time report can be found elsewhere on this page. 

Any other questions, please contact us at secretary@canberra-alliance.org.au. 

Or visit Pol.is at https://compdemocracy.org/FAQ/ 
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