
Awakening Democracy 
CAPaD – the Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy 

 
JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2026 

G’day members, supporters and friends   
 

In this Awakening Democracy: Poll for guiding our MPs, Community Assembly, planned and in the pipeline 
Happenings, volunteer opportunities, and … as always stuff to read, hear and watch. 
 
 

COMING UP / HAPPENINGS 
 
What action do Canberrans want our five MPs (MHRs and 

Senators) to take for us in 2026? 

Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy is running a short 
online poll to find out.  
 
This poll and the Community Assembly that follows on March 8th 
(see our Events page for more details and registration) is an 
experiment in how we might extend how we, the constituents, 
participate with our MPs in supporting them fulfilling their 
representative role.  
 
Pol.is, the app, helps tell what actions Canberrans most strongly 
agree or disagree on. 
 
The survey is open and only takes a few minutes to complete. 
 
Go to the CAPaD Activities page <What do we want our MPs to 
do? > tab (at the top); 

1. Vote on proposals other people have put up. You can 
agree, disagree or pass. 

2. Submit your own proposals if they are not already 
covered. 

3. Share this invitation widely through your networks (friends, neighbours, colleagues and 
community groups to do the poll too). 

By taking part, you help shape a clear, evidence-based message that we will share with our MPs so they know 
what matters most to us, their constituents. 
 
The more Canberrans who join in, the clearer the picture our MPs will have of what we want them to do for 
us. 
 

Brief text for sharing on social media (tag @CAPADAUS ) 
WHAT do you want GOVERNMENT to do for us in 2026? 

1. Take our poll 
2. Vote on others' ideas 
3. Share the poll widely: more people, stronger 

message.  
Details & links: https://canberra-alliance.org.au/activity/ 

Publicity for the poll and the Community 
Assembly costs. 
The budget for this event is about $3000. 
Please help by making a financial 
contribution at https://canberra-
alliance.org.au/join/.   
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Community Assembly  

On March 8th, 1330, venue Woden Valley Uniting Church, Gillies 

Street, Curtin, we will bring Canberrans and our MPs together for 

conversation about the results of the survey.  

Find out more and register here.  
 

More education and activity events in the pipeline for 2026 
First Sunday of the month, varying venues  
April – no event – too many holidays 
May 3 – Reforming the ACT Government Forum 
June 7 – Expanding the ACT Assembly 
July 5 – What is Sociocracy? How can we use it for more direct 
democratic practice. 
 
More events to be added as they are arranged. 
 
 
WANTED - Three ONGOING PART TIME VOLUNTEER POSITIONS  
As a volunteer charity, CAPaD is entirely dependent on input from members and friends. You can help us by 
volunteering to fill one of these positions – either on your won or as a ‘job share’. 
 
Events coordinator – to help the Committee plan and arrange events. Involves arranging venues, publicity and 
follow up. 
Engagement person – to help engage more and more diverse people in CAPaD. Includes help with event 
design and publicity, but mostly reaching out to other organisations to look for collaborations. 
Graphic designer – to help design attractive material to draw people to events. 
Perhaps an hour or two a week. Long term preferred. 
Please email the Secretary. 
 
 

Toward Living Democracy 
 

Standing Citizens Assembly for the ACT  
We have submitted for a project person to develop a business case to use to seek support and funding during 
the rest of this year. 
 

 

Active Democracy Bean 
Local Politics in the Pub Watch out for the emails forwarded from ADBean for up 
to date details. Register from their Facebook page (registrations preferred but not 
essential); link below.  

 
Any questions or interest to join in? Contact activedemocracybean@outlook.com. 
 
Active Democracy Bean has a Facebook page for the latest what is on and information. More about Bean and 

ADB on their webpage.  The Active Democracy ACT site is here. 
 
 

THINGS TO LISTEN TO, WATCH AND READ 
Our standing reminders about: 
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• Democracy Sausage podcast from the ANU Public Policy Institute. Lots of very topical topics. 

• Juice Media for an irreverent and spicy look at current politics in Australia and beyond. 

• Punters Politics another clever comedic look at Australia’s political goings on. 

• Crazy Town From the Post Carbon Institute (go to Products/Podcasts). 2026 season happening 

on an esoteric collection of topics. 

• AusPol Explained: “an educational YouTube channel that focuses on explaining everything to do 
with Australian politics.” 

• Voices for a New Economy, the podcast of the New Economy Network Australia (CAPaD is a 
member). 

 
All available from your favourite podcast service (and YouTube). 
 

How has the idea of democracy changed over time? Buchstein and Jörke (Redescribing Democracy) 
explore this in the frame of participation: from fully participatory through non-participatory and now re-
emerging the desire for meaningful participation rather than an illusion of such. Two of the take-homes: 
participation is necessary for good governance outcomes and actions not institutions needs to be used to 
judge if governance is good. 
Read more in Views. 
 
From your committee. 
 
Contact us:  secretary@canberra-alliance.org.au 

Keep up to date: https://canberra-alliance.org.au/ 

Share ideas: BlueSky: @CAPADAUS.bsky.social and Mastodon: @CAPADAUS.mastodon.social 
Find us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/1487360858250888/ 
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