Awakening Democracy

CAPaD - the Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy

DECEMBER 2025
G’day members, supporters and friends

In this Awakening Democracy: planned and in the pipeline , volunteer opportunities, Festive
Seasonalities and and best wishes for the holiday period, and ...
as always stuff to read, hear and watch.

What action do Canberrans want our five MPs (MHRs and Senators) to take in 2026?
Be part of deciding.

CAPaD is offering the chance to have a conversation with them about that. How do we, the people, make sure
we are really heard, acknowledged, and not just listened to?

The first step, on December 14, is where we will introduce you to Pol.is. Pol.is is a tool that helps communities
collect and prioritise ideas.

Final Education Event of 2025

Using Pol.is for Participation — a Tool for Democracy, Mark p |
and Peter; r eople

Dec 14, 2pm at Woden Valley (formerly St James) Uniting .

Church, Gillies Street, Curtin. POI is m
L]
Then in 2026, Part 2 on March 1%, 1400 (2pm), venue tba, when
we will bring Canberrans and our MPs together for the

conversation.

Find out more and register here.

Thinking to 2026

(Dates to be finalised.)

In April (Sunday 12t) Can we ever have wise, direct democracy? Can escaping representative systems
happen? Looking at possibilities for direct democracy starting with a look at Sociocracy — a nearly direct
democracy method.

Other events in preparation: opening a conversation about updating government in the ACT, and is it time to
expand the number of ACT MLAs?

WANTED - Three VOLUNTEER ONGOING PART TIME POSITIONS

Events coordinator — to help the Committee plan and arrange events. Involves arranging venues, publicity and
follow up.

Engagement person —to help engage more and more diverse people in CAPaD. Includes help with event
design and publicity, but mostly reaching out to other organisations to look for collaborations.

Graphic designer — to help design attractive material to draw people to events.

Perhaps an hour or two a week. Long term preferred.

Please email the Secretary.



https://canberra-alliance.org.au/event/
mailto:secretary@canberra-alliance.org.au

Toward Living Democracy

ACT Community Assembly — progress report
Running detailed in the Happenings section (see above).

Standing Citizens Assembly for the ACT
We have submitted for a project person to develop a business case to use to seek support and funding during
the rest of this year.

Active Democracy Bean
//\/X\\ Y

Local Politics in the Pub Watch out for the emails forwarded from ADBean for up
to date details. Register from their Facebook page (registrations preferred but not
essential); link below.

Any questions or interest to join in? Contact activedemocracybean@outlook.com.

Active Democracy Bean has a Facebook page for the latest what is on and information. More about Bean and
ADB on their webpage. The Active Democracy ACT site is here.

Our standing reminders about:

e Democracy Sausage podcast from the ANU Public Policy Institute. Lots of very topical topics.
e Juice Media for an irreverent and spicy look at current politics in Australia and beyond.

e Punters Politics another clever comedic look at Australia’s political goings on.

° C?:‘?Z}’ 'fOWD From the Post Carbon Institute (go to Products/Podcasts). 2025 season happening
on an esoteric collection of topics.

e AusPol Explained: “an educational YouTube channel that focuses on explaining everything to do
with Australian politics.”

All available from your favourite podcast service (and YouTube).

CAPaD’s events on our website. Recently, Lawrie Nock on five ways to improve parliament/government in
Australia (26/10/25), and Exploring Political Change with Al (16/11/25).

Bill Browne’s piece on an ACT citizens' jury deliberations

In this piece for TAlI The Point, Bill shares his experiences (several yrs ago now) on being a member of the ACT
Citizens’ Jury on Third Party Insurance. He highlights the pitfalls when deliberative processes are used for
political ends rather than a method for parliaments to gain understanding of issues through citizen
participation.

Andrew Leigh on evidence based government (maybe$-walled) — “In democracies, randomised trials are
natural allies of electoral accountability.”

Tim Hollo Thinking and writing about doing living democracy (and other things). Blog: In Between Days.
Especially the Hitchhikers Guide to Political Psychology.

Burn it all down movements, Pearls and Irritations, Kosmos Samaras, Gen Z impatience, in revolt. “This is
what the future looks like. Not Reform winning Clacton. Not Trump winning rural Pennsylvania. But democratic
socialists winning cities where the economic and political power of the 21st century is concentrated.
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The result is a fractured political landscape where old party brands command diminishing loyalty, where new
movements rise rapidly, where coalitions are unstable and victories temporary. The Liberals losing Wentworth
to the Teals. Labour losing Bristol to Greens. The collapse of traditional party vote shares across Western
democracies. Minor parties and independents taking double-digit vote shares.”

From your committee.

Contact us: secretary@canberra-alliance.org.au

Keep up to date: https://canberra-alliance.org.au/

Share ideas: BlueSky: @CAPADAUS.bsky.social and Mastodon: @CAPADAUS.mastodon.social
Find us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/1487360858250888/
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