Democracy

CAPaD - the Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy

NOVEMBER 2025
G’day members, supporters and friends

In this Democracy: AGM outcomes, Looking forward, WANTED, Living Democracy action
update, and ... as always stuff to read, hear and watch.

WANTED - Three VOLUNTEER ONGOING POSITIONS

Events coordinator — to help the Committee plan and arrange events.
Engagement person — to help engage more and more diverse people in CAPaD.
Graphic designer — to help attract people to events.

Please email the Secretary if you can contribute — email below.

Education Program for the rest of 2025
1. Nov 16, 2pm Exploring radical political change with Al, What could go wrong? Mark Spain.

We asked a couple of Als, (ChatGPT, Deepseek and Kairos) What
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Tacyy Artificia] democracy ...?
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ChatGPT responded:
Addressing these 10 anti-democratic principles—outlined by
Exploring radical political analysts like Noam Chomsky to describe how power can be

centralized and democracy hollowed out—requires bold, open,
and participatory approaches. Below are concrete democratic
strategies to counter each principle and strengthen genuine
democratic culture: and ChatGPD listed many pages of what we
expected.

change with Al;
What could go wrong?

2pm November 16th 2025
The Irish Club, 6 Parkinson Street Weston.

So far so good. But what happens if you persist in asking how to do this in more detail?
Deepseek self censored and when asked why it told us. Come along to find out what it told us.
Mark Spain:

- shares his reflections and insights from his chat with Al about strengthening democracy

- leads a dialogue with the audience about their views on Al and if it can help strengthen democracy

Register to attend in person: bit.ly/4hBVG6q
Register for Zoom version: bit.ly/4hEM8I1

2. Dec 14, 2pm Using Pol.is for finding The Will of the People — a Tool for Democracy, Mark and Peter;
at Woden Valley (formerly St James) Uniting Church, Gillies Street, Curtin.

Will of the people

That's what democratic governments are supposed to do. It's a complex and contested idea. Core
problem, how to know the will of the people?

Pol.is is a tool that helps people and governments find out.


https://bit.ly/4hBVG6q
https://bit.ly/4hEM8I1

On December 16 we are running a demonstration of Pol.is to look at how we, the people, can use it in
Canberra and beyond.

Ideas for 2026 welcome. Some ideas already in train: Sociocracy — a nearly direct democracy method; Can we
ever have wise, direct democracy?.

Living Democracy

ACT Community Assembly — progress report
Starting with an exploration of Pol.is (see above). Ten to continue in the new year.

Standing Citizens Assembly for the ACT
We are developing a business case to use to seek support and funding during the rest of this year. Submitting
in December for next year. Help to input and finalise this would be very welcome.

Active Democracy Bean
P /\\\ .

Local Politics in the Pub Watch out for the emails forwarded from ADBean for up
to date details. Register from their Facebook page (registrations preferred but not
essential); link below.

Any questions or interest to join in? Contact activedemocracybean@outlook.com.

Active Democracy Bean has a Facebook page for the latest what is on and information. More about Bean and
ADB on their webpage. The Active Democracy ACT site is here.

Our standing reminders about:

e Democracy Sausage podcast from the ANU Public Policy Institute. Lots of very topical topics.
e Juice Media for an irreverent and spicy look at current politics in Australia and beyond.

e Punters Politics another clever comedic look at Australia’s political goings on.

o Cl".‘)Z}’ TOWD From the Post Carbon Institute (go to Products/Podcasts). 2025 season happening
on an esoteric collection of topics.

e AusPol Explained: “an educational YouTube channel that focuses on explaining everything to do
with Australian politics.”

All available from your favourite podcast service (and YouTube).

A New Way to Govern, Shann Turnbull, 2002. “The (academic) paper identifies how network governance
allows economic forces and market competition to be replaced with social forces and political competition to
improve the economy, efficiency and effectiveness of the public or private sector.” Designed for commercial
entities, it applies to government. It is used by the Mondragon cooperatives. It mirrors holocracy which is a
corporate type of sociocracy.

The New Economics Foundation Pocketbook, (not academic) 2002, developed from this paper.
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CAPaD - Awakening Democracy A L. . . . )
The Canberra Allance or Participatory Democracy Find it in Views on the website. Video coming.
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Or How to affirm Democracy in the Age of Autocracy

Peter W Tait

Sunday, Oct 12, 2025
10:30 AM - 11:15 AM

Why are young people more likely to cast informal votes? It’s not because they’re immature

Published: October 21, 2025

Young people's informal voting is "because they’re more likely to be uninterested in politics, dissatisfied with
the democratic process and unhappy with the candidates on offer." So, we need to make politics relevant to
them. See theconversation.com/why-are-youn... %

Independents aren’t perfect. But here’s where they beat major parties every time

Zoe Wundenburg calls our major party hypocrisy. i’Kﬂ w,v

Addition to the Library

Annabel Crabb’s There’s a Prawn in Parliament House with illustrations by First Dog
on the Moon. A kids’ guide to Australia’s amazing democracy. It’s very readable and
very thorough.
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Follow us on BlueSky: @CAPADAUS.bsky.social to stay up to date on what we think is topical and noteworthy.
And you can share your ideas with us.

From your committee.

Contact us: secretary@canberra-alliance.org.au

Keep up to date: https://canberra-alliance.org.au/

Share ideas: BlueSky: @ CAPADAUS.bsky.social and Mastodon: @CAPADAUS.mastodon.social
Find us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/1487360858250888/

© 2025 Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy (CAPaD). All rights reserved.

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of CAPaD.
Election related material authorised by Peter Tait Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy, O’Connor ACT.
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