Democracy

CAPaD - the Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy

OCTOBER 2025
G’day members, supporters and friends

In this Democracy: AGM outcomes, Looking forward, WANTED, Living Democracy action
update, and ... as always stuff to read, hear and watch.

2025 AGM - Report back

Held on Saturday6/9/25, at The Irish Club, Weston.

New Committee — same as the old committee, here to continue the struggle for a more democratic
government by getting representatives who will work for the public good and more democratic governance.
Minutes and the Looking Back Looking Forward paper are available here.

Looking Forward
More satisfying, fun educational events are regular intervals coming up.

WANTED - TWO VOLUNTEER POSITIONS

Events coordinator — to help the Committee plan and arrange events.
Engagement person — to help engage more and more diverse people in CAPaD.
Please email the Secretary if you can contribute — email below.

Education Program for the rest of 2025

1. Oct 26 A conversation: Changing Australian Government without changing the constitution, Lawrie
Nock in conversation with Peter Tait and participants;

2. Nov 16 Experience formenting radical political change with Al, What could go wrong? Mark Spain;

3. Dec 14 Tools for Democracy - using Pol.is for resident participation, Mark and Peter;

Venues to be notified when finalised.
Living Democracy

ACT Community Assembly — progress report
More on this later in the year. It seems that it will need more preparation so will be rescheduled into the new
year.

Note: Design expertise for a poster / flyer would be helpful if one of you can volunteer some time please.

Participatory Budgeting in the ACT - a practical way for citizens to participate
On hold while we work through how to progress this.

Standing Citizens Assembly for the ACT
We are developing a business case to use to seek support and funding during the rest of this year. Submitting
in December for next year. Help to input and finalise this would be very welcome.


https://canberra-alliance.org.au/about-us/#sctabannual-reports--agms

Active Democracy Bean

Local Politics in the Pub Watch out for the emails forwarded from ADBean for up
to date details. Register from their Facebook page (registrations preferred but not
essential); link below.

Any questions or interest to join in? Contact activedemocracybean@outlook.com.

Active Democracy Bean has a Facebook page for the latest what is on and information. More about Bean and
ADB on their webpage. The Active Democracy ACT site is here.

Our standing reminders about:

e Democracy Sausage podcast from the ANU Public Policy Institute. Lots of very topical topics.
e Juice Media for an irreverent and spicy look at current politics in Australia and beyond.

e Punters Politics another comedic look at Australia’s political goings on.

o C?QZ}’ TOWD From the Post Carbon Institute (go to Products/Podcasts). 2025 season happening
on an esoteric collection of topics.

e AusPol Explained: “an educational YouTube channel that focuses on explaining everything to do
with Australian politics.”

All available from your favourite podcast service (and YouTube).

Goliath’s Curse: a history and future of societal collapse. Luke Kemp, 2025, Penguin Viking.
Take a deep dive into the causes and consequences of human societal growth and  pe———

collapse. Our human nature is the cause of our predicament and also our saviour. 3
We are programmed to dominate and to resist domination. “Democracy is J@ ‘!

humanity’s default political system” p38. Lots of examples across time and BU RSE \

geography. Wealth equality plus power equality achieved though democratic

political systems is the pathway to humans thriving on a well planet. B HIETORY

AND FUTURE

OF SOCIETAL
The full review is available on our website. COLLAESE LUKEJ(_EM.F:
Conclusion:

Kemp’s core final, hopeful message, gleaned from the history of part
collapses, is that collapse is not inevitable.

We need to loudly and clearly tell the story of how to avoid collapse. We
know broad, inclusive societies and institutions make better, future
thinking decisions. We know less corruption is better. We know more wealth equal societies are more
resilient, well and happy. We know a better system is brought about by the redistribution of power. We
know what to do and we have the social and technological tools to make these changes.

His answer is to harness the better angels of our nature, our collective intelligence, to make political
systems more responsive to the deliberative will of the people using sortition and deliberative mini-
publics. That is to intentionally make our political systems operate more democratically. That is wealth
equality plus power equality achieved though democratic political systems is the pathway to humans
thriving on a well planet.

Senator David Pocock introduces a “voluntary register to publish information about lobbyists with privileged
access-all-areas passes to Parliament House.”

His media release says: “Lobbying does have a legitimate role to play in our political system. But to protect the
strength of our democracy, lobbying needs to be transparent and well regulated...
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“People with sponsored passes enjoy enormous privilege and access to our most senior decision makers. It is
not unreasonable for the Australians those parliamentarians have been elected to represent to know who
enjoys that access, and who gave it to them, and | hope my parliamentary colleagues will participate.

“This register is just the first step in a much bigger set of lobbying reforms Australian needs.”

Find the register at https://passregister.com.au/. There you can look up your MP and see who has registered
and send them an email asking them to register.

CIP Convention — some outputs

:E‘:E:'; ::: 2025 Election resulis

Trends in voting analysis, 2022 to 2025 election.
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Fastest growing political movement

Democracy is actively engaged citizens.
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It’s not just building campaigns; it’s about building better
communities.

The Parties are the problem; consider, if you have been voting for them to date, and expecting change, what
has changed?

Enlisting MPs: invite to events to brief, then write letter outlining problem and solution, and detailing what
specific task you want the MP to do for you. At meetings, brief (<30mins) with a briefing paper.

More resources on the CIP website.

Three more (four already held =) Breakout Sessions are scheduled over the next month to explore topics
from the Convention in more depth. Details here.

Americans organising resistance to autocracy
One example, see Facebook https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1YyBNJSRXR/
There are lots of other examples.

Follow us on BlueSky: @CAPADAUS.bsky.social to stay up to date on what we think is topical and noteworthy.
And you can share your ideas with us.

From your committee.

Contact us: secretary@canberra-alliance.org.au

Keep up to date: https://canberra-alliance.org.au/

Share ideas: BlueSky: @ CAPADAUS.bsky.social and Mastodon: @CAPADAUS.mastodon.social
Find us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/1487360858250888/
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