
Awakening Democracy 
CAPaD – the Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy 

 
SEPTEMBER  2025 

G’day members, supporters and friends   
 

In this Awakening Democracy: AGM info update including venue, the next 12 months of action update, 
Living Democracy progress, and … as always stuff to read, hear and watch. 
 
 

We are still happy for you to renew your membership or join 
 

Please help us by rejoining or joining and donating here today. 
 
 

2025 AGM – on this Saturday 
Will be held on 6/9/25 (Saturday), 1400, venue The Irish Club, Parkinson Street, Weston. 
Minutes of last year’s AGM, Agenda, Audited Financials and Looking Back Looking Forward paper available 
here. 
 

COMING UP / HAPPENINGS 
 

Community Independents Movement (CIM) Communities in Action 2025 
Themes: strengthening democracy together and participating in democracy between elections. 
Fri, 5 Sep, 6pm - 6 Sep, 9 to 5pm AEST 
More information and registration here. 
 
 

Living Democracy 
 

ACT Community Assembly – progress report 
More on this later in the year. 
 
Note: Design expertise for a poster / flyer would be helpful if one of you can volunteer some time please. 
 

Participatory Budgeting in the ACT – a practical way for citizens to participate 
We have met with Minister Steel’s office and have a deeper understanding of the ACT budget process and 
limitations. Several interesting and complex questions have emerged that need to be thought through. For 
instance, what aspects of ACT’s services or infrastructure might be open to a participatory budgeting process? 
What level of community input would lead to meaningful community outcomes? Given the use of YourSay, 
how would a participatory budgeting process value add for the government? How does citizen input relate to 
the ACT government’s service commissioning processes? And others.  
 

Standing Citizens Assembly for the ACT  
We are developing a business case to use to seek support and funding during the rest of this year. Help to 
input and finalise this would be very welcome. 
 
 

 

(ADAus). Mothballed. 
  

https://canberra-alliance.org.au/join/
https://canberra-alliance.org.au/about-us/#sctabannual-reports--agms
https://canberra-alliance.org.au/about-us/#sctabannual-reports--agms
https://events.humanitix.com/cip-convention-25


 

Active Democracy Bean 
Local Politics in the Pub Watch out for the emails forwarded from ADBean for up 
to date details. Register from their Facebook page (registrations preferred but not 
essential); link below.  

 
Any questions or interest to join in? Contact activedemocracybean@outlook.com. 
 
Active Democracy Bean has a Facebook page for the latest what is on and information. More about Bean and 

ADB on their webpage.  The Active Democracy ACT site is here. 
 
 

THINGS TO LISTEN TO, WATCH AND READ 
Our standing reminders about: 

• Democracy Sausage podcast from the ANU Public Policy Institute. Lots of very topical topics. 

• Juice Media for an irreverent and spicy look at current politics in Australia and beyond. 

• Punters Politics another comedic look at Australia’s political goings on. 

• Crazy Town From the Post Carbon Institute (go to Products/Podcasts). 2025 season happening 

on an esoteric collection of topics. 

• AusPol Explained: “an educational YouTube channel that focuses on explaining everything to do 
with Australian politics.” 

 
All available from your favourite podcast service (and YouTube). 
 
Read Mary Graham’s (2020) 10 part series, Why we need Aboriginal political philosophy now, more than 
ever, https://www.abc.net.au/religion/why-we-need-aboriginal-political-philosophy/12865016. 
 
+ Which MPs are extensive property owners? Crikey analysis ($walled). Only MPs are required to disclose 
property; Senators are not, tho several do. So, 70 MPs own more than 2 properties and 31 four or more. 
Reasonably many interstate MPs own a property in Canberra as their second property, tho surprisingly some 
of these are for investment. Labor MPs have on average slightly larger property portfolios than Coalition; this 
may reflect an older cohort of MPs who have had time to build their portfolio. Top three: 

Ben Small, Lib, 7 
Tony Burke, ALP, 6 
Michelle Ananda-Rajah, ALP, 6 

Twenty seven MPs are landlords, most claiming one property only, with Sarah Witty having 3 and Albanese 
two. 
 
The take home here is that a perception of a conflict on interest on housing tax and property reform may exist 
among some of the most powerful in parliament. 
 
Follow us on BlueSky: @CAPADAUS.bsky.social to stay up to date on what we think is topical and noteworthy. 
And you can share your ideas with us. 
 
From your committee. 
 
Contact us:  secretary@canberra-alliance.org.au 

Keep up to date: https://canberra-alliance.org.au/ 

Share ideas: BlueSky: @CAPADAUS.bsky.social and Mastodon: @CAPADAUS.mastodon.social 
Find us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/1487360858250888/ 

 
© 2025 Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy (CAPaD). All rights reserved. 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of CAPaD. 
Election related material authorised by Peter Tait Canberra Alliance for Participatory Democracy, O’Connor ACT. 
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