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My name is Deborah Field and I am a candidate for the Senate in the ACT.  Party:  Animal Justice Party 
 
These are my principal qualifications for being a parliamentarian.  
 
I have Master’s degrees in both Law and Arts from the Australian National University and I was admitted as a barrister and solicitor of the ACT 
Supreme Court in 2005 and have provided pro bono legal advice to the Canberra community on animal-related matters for many years. 
 
For approximately a decade, I was a senior lawyer with the Commonwealth Attorney-General’s Department. I have experience in legal/litigation, 
policy/legislation, and program/casework environments in the areas of international child abduction, child protections, and international maintenance. 
I was responsible for progressing and finalising a bilateral treaty between Australia and Lebanon on child abduction. I have also drafted and 
progressed numerous pieces of legislation through the parliamentary process, as well as having drafted the second reading speeches.   

In 2008 was seconded from the Commonwealth to the ACT Government for six months to assist in preparation for Australia’s accession to the 
Hague Service Convention and observed how Commonwealth legislative initiatives were implemented in Territory law.  

My experience in government has been complemented by overseas experience in Japan on stipends from both the Australian and Japanese 
governments and a lectureship at the University of Sydney. 

 
If elected, these are the issues that I see as the most important for the long-term benefit of my constituents 
and towards which I will be working on their behalf. 
 
It is estimated that 80% of bills passing through Parliament affects animal in one or another; and usually adversely. It is the AJP’s view that the other 
major parties have failed animals in parliaments around Australia, whether this is at the Federal, State or the Territory level. Therefore the priority 
action is to highlight the plight of animals and know the ramifications for animals across all spheres of all government actions.   
 
If elected, the most pressing issues at the Federal level are: 
 

1. To establish an Independent Office of Animal Welfare (IOAW) – to prepare a regular State of Animal Welfare report for Parliament, 
including breaches to legislation. The IOAW would also include an independent Inspector-General of Animal Welfare, with policing 
functions.  
 
The IOAW would: 

• have powers of prosecution 
• implement a national approach to protecting animals under the law 
• improve enforcement of laws governing the welfare and protection of animals 

 
2. To move for legislation to make immediately the export of live animals for slaughter illegal.  

 
3. Promote plant-based agriculture as an alternative to present economic policies – one based on non-lethal farming. 

 
 

4. Stop the killing of kangaroos – reform relevant legislation, policies to prohibit the brutalising of kangaroos; ensure adequate kangaroo 
corridors are implemented during all relevant development projects; review the policies for licensing and the operational practices of wild-
life caring rehabilitation groups  
 

5. Companion animals – work to provide shelter with adequate funding; implement support programs that enable shelters to rehabilitate 
animals where required; support companion animals for victims of domestic violence; legislate to ensure that potential tenants with 
companion animals are not discriminated against.   
 
 

6. Introduced animals – immediately ban the use of glue traps, leg traps and steel jaw traps; support research into non-lethal population 
control methods; replace lethal biological and chemical control with non-lethal techniques, including desexing, immunocontraception, 
relocation.   
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I will abide by the CAPaD Charter of Democratic Commitments as follows: (any amendments to be in italics 
and underlined) 
 
1. I will at all times tell the truth to the citizens and voters of Australia and be honest in all aspects of my work as an 
elected representative of the Australian people.  
2. I will fully disclose and make public the sources and value of all political funding donations, contributions, gifts public 
and private, towards my election campaign and political activity. 
3. I undertake to be fair, ethical, compassionate and diligent in serving my electorate and the nation at all times, and to 
uphold the Australian value of "a fair go for all". Where possible, I will promote and support participatory and 
deliberative methods for policy and legislative decisions. 
4. I will place the public interest  (the welfare and wellbeing of the general population and the integrity of the planet) 
ahead of sectional, corporate, party, personal, religious or other interests. 
5. I will never abuse or misuse the allowances, subsidies, concessions and privileges accorded to me by the Australian 
people and Parliament in my role as an elected representative. 

Signed Deborah Field  

Witnessed  Matthew Osborne  (lawyer)                                                                             Date 27 June 2016 

Please send a scanned copy of your statement to info@canberra-alliance.org.au Desirably before Monday 27 June, when a summary of 
those who have submitted a statement  and their statements will be placed on the website www.canberra-alliance.org.au . 


